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Back into the Groove,
Students are adjusting well back to school and our new schedule and routines in accordance
with the RIDOH COVID-19 guidance. This month we have a lot of fun things going on at
Primary School. We have purchased pickle ball and the students are having so much fun
learning and playing during recess and incentive times. In dedication to March Madness, the
students have requested we have a Team Pickle Ball Championships with brackets and all.
This will help to promote good sportsmanship and teamwork. While we won't be able to have
parents and visitors in the building, we can video it and take pictures so you can cheer on your
child, if they chose to participate. Be on the look out for more information coming soon!
 
February will be �lled with hands on experiences in school. We will start the month,
celebrating the Year of the Tiger with many Lunar New Year activities and traditions.
 
We will wish each other well wishes for a Happy New Year and learn how they wish each other
greetings around the world. In Korea, to honor elders, people say “Saehae bok mani
badeuseyo,” which means, “Please receive a lot of good fortune for the New Year.” Chen says
that in China, people greet each other with phrases like “Gōng xǐ fā cái” in Mandarin and “Gung
hei faat coi” in Cantonese, which mean “Wishing you a happy and prosperous Chinese New
Year.”
 
We also will celebrate diversity and inclusion during Black History month and read and explore
the accomplishments of Black Americans and events throughout history. I have linked my
Bitmoji classroom here for us to learn more about some of the amazing, impactful and brave
individuals that changed our history.
 
With �eld trips on hold for a few more weeks, we will be offering the students incentives to
partake for some in-school fun. Next Friday, 2/4 we will have an incentive for a Fun Friday
Movie if students can earn 80% or above in all categories, compliance, safety, area, respect,
assignments, and property. Students will be able to bring in a blanket to snuggle up on or get
comfy on the �oor (of course staying 3 feet apart). Look for more information in your inbox
this week! 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dKVFh55lQAa1al-hM_y8VlFW6V7tCooXHp-h7wzZ5YQ/edit?usp=sharing


On February 14, students will have another fun in-school incentive to earn a celebration in
honor of both Frederick Douglass's Birthday and Valentine's Day.
 
This month I look forward to participating in the classrooms as our students enlighten each
other with insightful contributions to discussions and engage in rich learning activities.
 
Ms. Q's and Ms. A's rooms were engaged in learning all about the weather in Science. This
was perfect timing for the students to see the effects that weather has New England this
weekend! Please stay warm during the storm and reach out if you need anything.
 
If the storm impacts school opening next week, you will be noti�ed by our school and through
the RI Broadcasters Association. Sign up for free text alerts at
https://www.ribroadcasters.com.
 
Have a wonderful and safe weekend,
Mrs. P

Miss. Coyle's Corner
2022 has been a busy year so far in Miss. Coyle’s classroom. In Math, we have just �nished
adding and subtracting multi-digit numbers with regrouping and we are moving on to using
strategies to multiply by one- digit numbers.
 
In ELA, the students are continuing to explore different genres. We are wrapping up the study
of dramas. The students really enjoyed reading different plays and practicing their �uency and
expression. We will be moving on to poetry in the next coming weeks.
 
In Social Studies, Miss. Coyle’s classroom has been studying different regions of the United
States. We are currently studying the Southeast region of the United States. We are focusing
on the different landmarks, resources and climate. We are also learning about the history of
the Southeast which involves the Civil Rights Movement and key people that in�uenced this
period.
 
Finally, in Science, we are studying the different components of Earth. Students have been
learning about the layers of Earth and the different categories of rocks that make up the earth.
In the next couple weeks, students will investigate how erosion and weathering impact the
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earth’s surface. We even made a replication of the layers of the Earth using clay, sand and
marbles. It was a great hands-on model of what we are studying.

Miss A's Awesome Academics~!
Winter 2022 Happenings
K-2 Ms. A
ELA -We have been working on High Frequency Words and Moving through unit 1 in our”
Wonders” Curriculum. Wonders focuses on Foundational skill building. We have learned about
Genres and more speci�cally Fiction and Realistic Fiction. Grade 1 Students have been
working on “Jack Can” Students have a spelling quiz each Friday. Grade K students have been
working on “I Can” as well as Letter of the week. This week is “Nn”.
 
Math- We are working in the Envision Math Curriculum. Grade 1 students have been working
on mathematical terminology as they relate to problem solving using addition and subtraction.
Grade k has been working on writing and counting items pictured and writing the correct
number 0-5. Both grade levels use counters, the white board and math games to supplement
their learning.
 
Science- We are learning about Weather and Sky. We have learned about cloud cover,
precipitation, Temperature and Wind. Students learn to observe the daily weather and make
predictions as related to the previous topic. We have also explored different weather
instruments. We have gone on weather walks using our home made binoculars, made weather
charts, used the demonstration thermometer and made pinwheels to look at wind patterns.
We even made a tornado out of soda bottles!
 
Social Studies- We have been learning about globes and Maps. Students have made their own
globes and me on the map �ipbook. They are also learning terminology related to reading
maps and globes. This week we explored Cardinal Direction. We also made Martin Luther King
Jr books and discussed equal rights, peaceful demonstrations, his famous speech and how
laws changed.
 
Mindfulness- We are utilizing 5 minute relaxation, yoga and mindfulness activities to promote
better focus, concentration and self control by being present in the moment. This activity
includes 5 minute video clips, quiet music, and calm bodies.
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Social Emotional Learning-We have been working on feelings and what they look like. We will
be making charts with our own expressions photographed to help us communicate our
feelings. We will be moving toward what we do with these feelings using coping and problem
solving skills. We also had an indoor picnic and enjoyed some fresh fruit and conversation
with friends.
 
Art-we have been working on snowmen using different art mediums paint, clay, decoupage, and
shaving cream. We made a mailbox for Valentine's Day and will be using this weekend's snow
to paint!
 
PE-We have been working on 5 station activities which include volley ball with a beach ball,
matching circular tile, bean bag toss, scooter, and bowling.
Health-We are learning about Nutrition through “Magic School Bus” and
hands on activities.
Library-We worked on �nd its in a book, recognizing titles and authors, checking out books
and bracelet making.
 
Recess-We try to make it outside throughout the week but the weather is not always
cooperating. Students have enjoyed tag, hopscotch, pickleball, big jenga, jump rope and big
connect four in the gym.
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Ms. Q's Musicians
Ms. Q's class has been engaged in playing the guitar! Students are learning chords and how to
play the guitar in music with Mr. Santos. Soon they will be learning how to play the recorder.
Mr. Santo has arranged some special surprises for the students with the RI Philharmonic to
help support our budding musicians in the Spring. We can't wait to hear the melodies play!

Meet our new staff, Mr. B!
Brian Rowe has joined our team at the Primary School as a behavior specialist. He has been
working for West Bay Collaborative at our Upper School with the High School students for 2
years. Mr. B is enjoying his new journey with our primary students and can keep up with all
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COVID-19 Updates

their energy and spontaneity. He enjoys playing basketball and sports with our students and is
looking forward to further supporting and connecting with our students.

Moving on up!
We are sad to say goodbye, but wish Mr. Nick the best of luck on his new adventures at the
Upper School. The students will miss your trivia knowledge, funny t-shirts, fuzzy beard, and the
support and kindness you have shown throughout the years.

Thank you for your diligence in making every effort to keep our school safe and everyone's
wellness in the forefront. Per changes to RIDOH guidance, COVID protocols were updated. One
of the changes is that it will be important to check your email daily as close contact
noti�cations will be communicated that way. It will help us greatly to have a response from
families that they are informed and joining us in monitoring students. Also, you will no longer
be receiving a letter notifying you of a COVID case that has occurred in the building. With
these things in mind, please know that we will continue to be transparent with all individuals if
any cases occur that impact their child speci�cally. We are here to help navigate through this
together! As always, monitoring for symptoms of illness will be our ticket to success.
 
Thank you for your daily care in doing this!
 
Vaccination clinic scheduled for 1/29 at Gladstone has been cancelled due to the snow.
There will be another clinic scheduled for:
February 5, 2022 9:00 am to 12:00 pm Western Hills Middle School Gymnasium 400 Phenix
Avenue, Cranston.
 

See below to sign up for upcoming Vaccination Clinics offered throughout the State.
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Upcoming Vaccination Clinics fo… docs.google.com

Scheduled Clinics Upcoming Vaccination Clinics for Children Ages
5 to 11 by School District All clinics listed below are offering P�zer
vaccine for children ages 5 to 11 only Note: Please note that this
list will continue to be updated as new clinics are added. All clinics
are open to any 5-1...

Facebook @MrsPiccirillo

Contact Us

401.327.3236

1196 Pontiac Avenue, Cransto… apiccirillo@westbaycollaborati…

401-270-8558 westbaycollaborative.org/alter…
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